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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents, photocopies of packaging materials and use instruction 
sheets, and photographs listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 and the following 
information relating to the photocopies and photographs. To the undersigned's 
knowledge, this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits for the above-referenced application. 

Copies of the listed documents, photocopies, and photographs are attached. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents, 
photocopies, and photographs, as well as the following information about the 
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photocopies and photographs. Additionally, Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner acknowledge that consideration by making appropriate notations on the 
attached 1449 form. 

The attached photocopies of packaging materials and use instruction sheets, and 
photographs relate to a hair product application arrangement, which is believed to have 
been sold in Japan under the name "Beautylabo." The photographs show various views 
of a nozzle component of the hair product application arrangement. The photocopies 
include photocopies of panels of the box containing the hair product application 
arrangement and photocopies of the use instruction sheet packaged in the box along 
with the hair product application arrangement. It is believed that the Beautylabo hair 
product application arrangement might have been on sale in Japan prior to 
July 17, 2002. 

If the Examiner would like to view the actual hair product application arrangement, 
packaging, and use instructions sheet, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at 
(202) 408-4445 to schedule an interview during which the arrangement, packaging, and 
use instructions could be demonstrated. 

With respect to the non-English language documents, Applicant submits the 
following remarks: 

1 . JP 9-66246 (A) - An abstract of the disclosure of this document can be found in 
the English language Derwent Abstract submitted herewith. 

2. FR 2 769 806 - An English language translation of this documents is attached. 

3. FR 2 776 629 - This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent No. 
6,000,405 submitted herewith. 
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This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better 
art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents, 
photocopies, photographs, and information described herein are material or constitute 
"prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the documents, photocopies, photographs, 
and/or information as prior art against any claim in the application and Applicants 
determine that the they do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicants 
reserve the right to present to the U.S. Patent Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status thereof. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, photocopies, 
photographs, and/or information described herein should one or more of them be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, LLP. 




Susanne T. Jones 
Reg. No. 44,472 



Date: April 14, 2004 
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English language Derwent Abstract of J P 9-66246, Mar. 11, 1997. 




24 


Photocopies of packaging materials and use instruction sheet (5 pages) and photographs (4 
photographs) of nozzle component of "Beautylabo" hair product application arrangement. 




25 


English language translation of FR 2,769,806. 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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